
YOLO 80 MANAGED LANES 

Project Overview, History and Alternatives



Hello!
I’m Autumn Bernstein 
Executive Director
Yolo Transportation District

What I do:

• Oversee daily operations of Yolobus

• Countywide transportation planning and funding coordination

• Manage annual budget of ~$25 million

• Collaborate with local, regional, state and federal partners



Our Vision, Values, and Priorities 

Vision Statement 

Provide seamless, 
sustainable mobility 
solutions to help 
Yolo communities 
thrive.

Core Values
▷We are transparent, inclusive and 

accountable to the public, 
stakeholders and partner agencies

▷We are committed to addressing 
inequities and improving outcomes 
for our most vulnerable 
communities

▷We prioritize environmental 
sustainability and climate resilience

▷We value efficiency, innovation and 
responsible stewardship of public 
funds

District-Wide Priorities
1. Provide transit service that is fast, 

reliable and convenient.

2. Partner with member jurisdictions, 
community-based organizations 
and local, regional, state and 
federal agencies to identify and 
address the current and evolving 
mobility needs of Yolo County.

3. Coordinate, plan and fundraise to 
deliver a full suite of 
transportation projects and 
programs. 



▷ Yolo I-80 Causeway is the only east-west 
crossing of Yolo Bypass

▷ From SF to Roseville, it’s the only stretch of 
I-80 less than 4 lanes 

▷ Most trips are interregional

▷ Travel fueled by economic and demographic 
trends in the Bay Area and Sacramento
○ High cost of housing
○ Hybrid/remote work schedules

▷ These trends expected to continue, with a 
20% increase in vehicle travel on the 
causeway by 2049

A bridge between two regions



Existing

▷ Current travel time (off-peak): 12 minutes

▷ Current travel time (peak): 22 minutes

▷ Transit passengers experience delay and 
unreliable travel times

Future

▷ Corridor widenings currently under 
construction west and east of Yolo will 
exacerbate bottleneck effect

▷ 2049 travel time: 3-4x worse than today

Existing/Future Conditions



Yolo 80 Project Quick Facts

Partnership between 
Caltrans and YoloTD

Add one new managed
lane, each way, from 
Sacramento County 
line to Solano County 
line

No widening of 
existing causeway 
structure



Alternatives in the EIR
Alt # Description Common Terms

2a HOV 2+
Carpool Lane

2b HOV 2+ w / direct connector

3a HOT 2+ 

High Occupancy 

Toll Lane

3b HOT 2+ w / direct connector

4a HOT 3+

4b HOT 3+ w / direct connector

5a Express Tolled lane in each direction (i.e., all users pay a fee to use the lane)

Express Lane
5b

Express Tolled lane in each direction (i.e., all users pay a fee to use the lane) 

w / direct connector

6a Transit-only lane.
Bus-only Lane

6b Transit-only lane w / direct connector.

7a GP Lane conversion to HOV 2+ Convert Existing 

Lane to Carpool7b GP Lane conversion to HOV 2+ w / direct connector



An Evolving Vision

▷ June 2021: YoloTD (in partnership with Caltrans District 3) wins an 
$86 million federal grant to build “managed lanes.”

○ Note: This funding can only be used for managed lanes as defined 
in the 2021 grant application.

▷ August 2021: Caltrans begins environmental review

▷ October 2021: YoloTD Board appoints an Ad Hoc Committee to 
establish goals, study best practices and engage with Caltrans.

▷ May 2022: YoloTD Board identifies express lanes as our preferred 
alternative for the project. 
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Toll Lanes Overview

▷ Freeway lane that is free for carpools and buses

▷ Solo drivers pay a variable fee to use the lane

▷ Toll revenue to be reinvested in transit, equity and 
VMT reduction programs

▷ Will use FasTrak technology
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The Case for Tolled Lanes

▷ Pricing highways is essential to meeting 
state and regional climate and VMT goals

▷ Proven strategy for increasing carpooling 
and transit ridership on freeways
○ Faster, more reliable trips for buses and 

carpools
○ Creates a revenue stream to invest in 

transit
▷ Better congestion management than either 

general purpose or carpool lanes
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Introducing BeeLine
On-demand transit by Yolobus



YOLO ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION CORRIDORS 
(YATC) 

• Establish a vision and plan for countywide active 
transportation corridors. 

• Will develop a plan of multi-use trails to connect Yolo 
County cities and rural communities

• Particular focus to address mobility barriers for low-
income and minority residents of Yolo County.

• Funded by a $1.2 million federal planning grant
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